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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Ditchling (St Margaret’s) CE Primary and Nursery School is a Church of England
Controlled Primary School. The children are aged 2-11 years and the school has
approximately 165 on roll, organised into 7 classes.
The village of Ditchling nestles at the foot of the South Downs below Ditchling Beacon
and has been in existence since pre-Roman times. The first Ditchling School opened
in January 1838, on the site at the end of the churchyard.
This school was extended in l867, 1967 and finally in l976. By then it was already very
clear that the site could not be developed further and that the accommodation was
inadequate. In December l980, the East Sussex Education Committee agreed that a
new school should be built in Lewes Road, Ditchling. In March l982 the builders
started work, and in June l983 the children were admitted. The new building won an
Education Design Award. Some information about the school and how it is organised
is given below and is intended for parents considering their child’s entry to the school
in 2019/2020.

Recent Achievements
OFSTED – January 2018, Good
Artsmark Award – October 2017, Silver
School Games Mark – July 2018, Silver
Environmental Health Inspection Grade 5 – March 2018
Health and Safety Audit – June 2016, successful outcome
Section 48 Inspection (Diocese) – March 2016, Good
Safeguarding Review - January 2016, highest grading possible
Financial Audit – December 2015, substantial assurance grade
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MISSION OF EDUCATION AT DITCHLING
Stimulating learning through an excellent education, enabling children to reach their
potential.
Motivating children to discover their talents with growing confidence.
Encouraging all to develop rounded personalities.
Promoting a safe, inclusive and nurturing environment.
Underpinned by our Christian values of:
trust, perseverance, reverence, forgiveness, compassion, thankfulness and koinonia.
Ditchling (St Margaret’s) CE Primary and Nursery is a school in which:
 children’s individuality and effort are highly valued and each child fulfils his/her potential.
 children receive every encouragement to develop intellectually, physically, socially,
emotionally, spiritually, morally and culturally.
 the curriculum shows clear continuity and progression resulting in high quality learning.
 a wide range of high quality resources enhances learning and supports high levels of
attainment across the curriculum.
 every opportunity is taken to celebrate children’s achievements.
 the environment is attractive, well-organised and planned to stimulate and encourage
independence.
 children’s and adults’ attitudes towards one another are based on genuine care and mutual
respect.
 children’s behaviour and self-discipline is exemplary; they feel secure to run, play, learn or
sit quietly.
 a strong successful working partnership between children, parents, staff, governors and the
local community benefits the children’s education.
 parents recognise the school’s clear sense of purpose and work in harmony with the school.
 all staff participate in a continuous process of professional development which builds on
success.
 agreed whole-school policies, both curricular and non-curricular, are well defined and
evident in practice.
 a warm, friendly and welcoming atmosphere is always to be found.
 children are taught the basic tenets of the Christian faith, and attitudes and actions
underpinned by Christian values are encouraged.

COMMUNITY
We love being part of Ditchling Village and take every
opportunity to link with the community. The school is
involved with the Ditchling Museum of Art & Craft, Apple
Day and Summer Fayre. The Friends, Parents and Teachers
Association (FPTA) and children host a village coffee
Celebrity Dame Vera Lynn
101st birthday with the village
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morning annually. The school also takes part in the Brighton Children’s Parade. The
children share with the British Legion an annual Remembrance Day service. The
church holds a service in the school and members of the community are invited to a
school collective worship annually. Parents and children living outside of the village
are always made welcome.
We are constantly seeking to improve our school grounds: recent improvements
have been supported generously by several local organisations: Monday Group,
Turner Dumbrells Trust and the Southover Manor Trust
Children’s Parade 2018

Maypole 2017 supported by Ditchling Morris

*

CURRICULUM
Many cross-curricular links will be made through topics linked to key texts and strong
links to history and geography. As the children transfer to Key Stage 2 a crosscurricular approach is maintained, but, when appropriate, more of the work is taught
in subject-specific lessons.
“I like having a mystery to solve.”
An entitlement to learning must be an entitlement for all pupils. Work is planned to
cater for children of differing attainment levels. All children are expected to succeed.
“I like the Quiet Area best because you get to read books.”
EARLY YEARS – NURSERY AND RECEPTION
The period from birth to the end of the Reception year is described as the
Foundation Stage. Close liaison with local playgroups, nurseries and parents helps to
ensure that when children first enter our school the transition is as smooth as
possible. The curriculum builds on what children already know and can do. It is
organised into three prime areas of learning: Communication and Language, Physical
Development, and Personal, Social and Emotional Development. There are also four
specific areas of learning: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and
Expressive Arts and Design. One activity may provide a child with opportunities to
develop knowledge and skills across several areas of learning.
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“My teacher enjoys teaching because she is kind and smiles a lot.”
Having our own nursery offers the opportunity for seamless transition into
Reception, should you apply for a place in school. The nursery has its own dedicated
inside and outside space. For more details see the Nursery Welcome Pack on the
school website.
Children in our Reception class learn in a structured and organised environment,
and experience a wide variety of activities. Well-planned play is a key way in which
children learn, and provides a secure foundation for later learning. We aim to
ensure that all children starting school feel secure, valued and part of our school
community as soon as possible. During the Foundation Stage of education children
make progress towards achieving Early Learning Goals; some will go beyond this and
exceed the Early Learning Goals.
ENGLISH
In English, children are taught and encouraged to develop their literacy skills through
activities focusing on speaking, listening and reading and writing.
“We get comments in our books.”

Reading
Through both whole class, group and individual reading we aim to enable the
children to become more confident, independent readers who appreciate that
books of all kinds are a source of pleasure as well as information. Children are also
taught to use the school library effectively and are encouraged to make regular use
of this resource.
When teachers judge a child has attained a given level of reading fluency, the child is
encouraged to begin working towards our Bronze Ravenous Reader award. This
award, which moves through three levels – bronze, silver and gold - is designed to
encourage wide reading for pleasure.
“Books are interesting; non-fiction books tell you things you don’t know.”
Drama
Drama plays an important part in school life with infant and junior productions at
Christmas and in the summer respectively. There are many other performances over
the year. This is in addition to a full programme of class work, which allows children
to develop language in a wider range of contexts than elsewhere in the curriculum.
Writing including Spelling and Grammar
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Writing and grammar activities are linked with topics where possible, stem from highquality texts and have a clear purpose. Children learn year group spellings and
associated rules.
MATHEMATICS
On starting school, emphasis is placed on developing children’s understanding of
number and the four operations, and their ability to perform mental calculations
quickly and accurately. As children progress, these skills are further developed and
refined, with written methods being introduced to help explain how problems have
been solved and to record calculations which are too complex to do mentally. Physical
resources are used throughout the school to promote the development of conceptual
understanding and reasoning skills. Children learn their times tables and earn reward
badges for their success.
“I like sport and doing times tables.” “I get to use playdough to make numbers.”
SCIENCE
Science teaching is based, wherever possible, on practical investigative work
undertaken by the children using self-chosen resources. It includes work on health
and environmental education. It aims to give the children a good foundation of
knowledge and understanding in Science and through scientific enquiry encourages
them to be curious about the world about them. Science develops the skills of
understanding a fair test, making a hypothesis and using evidence to draw conclusions.
This learning gives children further opportunities to develop their reasoning skills.

KS2 Crazy
construction

COMPUTING
Computing prepares children to participate in a rapidly changing world. Children use
computers to find, collect, store and manipulate data. They learn to use computers
to enable them to access ideas and experiences from a wide range of contexts
applicable to all areas of the curriculum. Increased capability in the use of computers
promotes initiative and independent learning. The curriculum includes aspects of
coding and programming.
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ICT further supports learning across the curriculum. The school has 27 laptops and
13 tablets. These all have filtered access to the internet. Children are taught how to
keep themselves safe online.
GEOGRAPHY
Geography helps children to make sense of their surroundings and to understand and
respect the environment. Work on the child’s immediate surroundings is developed
to include the wider regional setting, the national and wider European scene and the
world perspective.
HISTORY
History gives children the knowledge to make sense of their complex heritage and
the skills with which to interpret history critically. Children are given opportunities
to find out about the lives of significant people in history whose lives still impact us
today. They are introduced to periods of British history and to events in global history,
alongside their developing understanding of chronology.

Chichester Cathedral History Enrichment

ART AND DESIGN
In Art we give the children as wide a range of experiences of 2- and 3- dimensional
techniques as possible. We encourage children to experiment with colour, shape,
pattern and texture. As part of their art experience the children are introduced to
the work of various artists. We work closely with our local community of artists,
particularly the Ditchling Museum of Art and Craft, to offer children a breadth of
learning experiences. In recent years we have been involved in lino cutting, weaving
and lettering projects. The outcomes are displayed around the school.
“I like new activities, nearly every day.”
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Lettering Project 2017

Belonging Project 2018

Weaving Project 2016

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Design & Technology, is an activity-based subject developing children’s skills in
problem-solving through a combination of designing and making assignments, focused
practical tasks, and investigating and evaluating simple products. Children have the
opportunity to learn cooking skills throughout the year. They learn how to be safe
using equipment and the importance of healthy food.
MUSIC
The school uses a published music scheme, recommended by East Sussex Local
Authority. This includes a repertoire of carefully chosen songs and singing games to
develop children’s musical awareness and ability. Pitched and unpitched instruments
are used to deliver music teaching, for improvisation and for work on rhythm and
pitch. Listening skills are extended by use of live and recorded music.
Pupils are encouraged and expected to perform in school. All children learn the
recorder during Years 3 and 4, and have the opportunity to learn guitar, clarinet
and/or violin in 1:1 or small group lessons. Children’s musical learning is further
promoted in collective worship when children are invited to play their instrument for
the whole school, by meeting together weekly for singing practice or by attending
choir.
Choir singing at O2 Arena

Guitar Performance
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE)
Our PE programme focuses on three strands: sports,
health and fitness, developing co-ordination, control,
motor skills, awareness, appreciation and mastery of the
body. Through participation at an early age we aim to
instil a love of exercise that will enable the children to
gain the full physical, mental and social benefits of
participation.
Interschool football Competition 2018

The early work that the children do on throwing, catching, hitting and running
develops into activities directly related to familiar games. In addition, all children
follow a programme of dance and gymnastics. During Year 3 there is a focus on
swimming, with lessons at The Triangle in Burgess Hill, and all Key Stage 2 children
are supported to meet a basic swimming target. Children in Years 3 and 4 visit
Blacklands Farm and participate in outdoor activities and problem-solving. Year 4 have
a residential experience at this time. Year 5 and 6 children are taken on a 4 night
residential trip as an introduction to outdoor and adventurous activities such as
orienteering, climbing, canoeing and teambuilding.
Regular clubs are held to promote sport and healthy living, such as football, street
dance, karate and tennis. The school regularly participates in inter-school
competitions in all major sports.
FOREST SCHOOL
The children will have a Forest School Session each week. This will be run by qualified
staff and will support their learning across all curriculum areas including maths, science
and geography. Forest School aims to foster resilient, confident, independent and
creative children who can take appropriate risks.

LIFE SKILLS (ALSO CALLED PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION -PSHE)
Life skills is an integral part of school life and relates to all areas of the curriculum. It
is also taught as a subject in its own right. Children are taught how to keep safe, and
lead healthy lifestyles through exercise, personal hygiene and diet. They are also
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taught to protect the environment and be good citizens. An understanding of
themselves and their relationships with others is encouraged.
“I like playing in the playground with my friends.”
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Formal teaching of French begins in Year 3 using a variety of games, songs, reading
well-known books in French and fun activities. Children are encouraged to use
languages other than English as early on as in Infants, when they are encouraged to
answer the register in different ways, sometimes using languages they may speak at
home.
RELATIONSHIPS AND SEX EDUCATION (RSE)
This particular area of study forms part of the PSHE programme for the school. With
younger children, questions and opportunities for discussion often arise as part of
normal school work and these are dealt with in a manner appropriate to the age and
understanding of the child. In Key Stage 2, the children have specific lessons on sex
and relationships, some of which form part of science work on health-related matters.
Various resources are used in these lessons and parents are always offered the
opportunity to preview these and discuss any areas of concern with the teachers
leading these sessions.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE)
Under the Education Act 1996 all schools must teach RE. RE is based on the East
Sussex Agreed Syllabus, and reflects the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain
are mainly Christian, while taking into account the other principal religions
represented in Great Britain. As a church school, we are required to focus more on
Christianity. We use an enquiry model which encourages children to raise questions
about the different faiths being studied, learn about the faiths, ask big questions and
think about their own views. We use the local church and visiting speakers to support
our learning. Parents may withdraw their child from RE - please arrange to meet with
the Headteacher to discuss.
EXTENDING THE CURRICULUM
In order to enhance the curriculum, we welcome visitors into school and children go
on visits in the local community and beyond. Parents are asked to sign a consent form
giving permission for local visits on entry to the school.
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“We learn about things that will help us in the future.”

South Downs KS2 trip

Poppy and Poetry Workshop

PUPIL LEADERSHIP
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Children in all year groups are encouraged to stand for election as a School
Councillor. Facilitated by a member of staff, the School Council meets fortnightly to
discuss ways to further improve our school, the local and global community. Prior to
these meetings, class councils meet so all children have opportunities to have their
views heard.
HOUSES
Children in Year 6 also may stand for election to become a House Captain, supported
by a House Vice-Captain from Year 5. These children
are responsible for modelling appropriate behaviours
around the school and wider community and for
motivating members of their houses to achieve their
very best. Houses are vertically grouped with siblings
being in the same house colour. House prizes have
included circus skills and Capoeira.
House Cooking 2018

OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES
Children in Year 6 apply to support the work of the school as:
 Environment leaders who focus on physical aspects of school
 Audio Visual leaders, who take a particular responsibility for Collective Worship
preparation
 Librarians, who take a lead on maintaining the library
 Gardeners who support upkeep of outside spaces.
BUDDIES
Our Year 6 children act as buddies to the Reception children and support them
throughout their first year in our school. They read together each week.
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PLAY LEADERS
Play leaders are Year 5 children chosen and trained to lead games at break times for
other children.
PEER MEDIATORS
Some Year 5 children are trained to support other children with positive relationships
on the playground.
EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS
Each term a wide range of additional activities are offered to children through school
clubs. Before school, lunchtime and after school clubs are run by external providers,
school staff and, sometimes, children. These include a wide range of physical activities,
drama, engineering, languages, museum activities and writing. Clubs are open to
children according to year group and we endeavour to provide a range of
opportunities for children of all ages in our school.
EARLY BIRD AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Care is offered from 07:30 in the morning until 17:30 in the evening to support
working families. It is structured to allow children to access the extra-curricular clubs
as well.
SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
There are many ways in which we seek to educate the children in these very important
areas of life. The personal example of the staff is a very significant factor and we strive
at all times to exhibit those personal qualities we would wish to see the children
develop. These concepts are developed across the curriculum and through the wider
life of the school, including in collective worship.
“This is a kind school. We help each other.”
SUPPORTING CHARITIES
The children are encouraged to participate in village and community events, e.g. village
fair, and we raise money for various charities.
In our charity challenge for 2016-17 we sponsored 15 toilets and
three school toilet blocks around the world through the charity
http://www.toilettwinning.org/.
Our challenge in 2017-18 was to raise money to adopt 4 Birds of Prey
for 5 years and support the Rocking Horse Appeal, £371.76 was raised.
“All the grown-ups help us.”
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The children take a lead in deciding which charities we will support and how the
money will be raised.
SHARED HUMAN VALUES
We promote shared human values. This includes developing an understanding of
democracy and the rule of law and growing in tolerance and respect of others.
Issues relating to shared values are discussed across the curriculum. We have school
Golden Rules which support the children in understanding their responsibilities as
citizens. Children are encouraged to respect others and work together in teams.
“I love being a buddy because it is a lot of fun to play with her at breaks and to share
books together.”
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Collective Worship takes place daily and reflects our Christian values and Christian
heritage of the school. They are varied - sometimes taking place with the whole school
gathered together and other times in Key Stages. Each week we also have a singing
and a Good Effort Collective Worship. A candle is lit on our focal table for times of
reflection and prayer. We are strongly supported by the local church, St Margaret’s:
the clergy lead our collective worship every week and we go to church for services
that mark key Christian festivals at the end of each term. Each classroom has its own
Reflection Area. This encourages children to take a moment to be quiet and reflect
on whatever is on their mind. They may choose to say or write a prayer. Children
learn the importance of stillness in supporting their wellbeing. Collective Worship
plays an important part in developing spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness.
The themes vary each year: in 2018-2019 the focus will be the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals. Parents who wish their children to be withdrawn
from collective worship need to arrange a meeting with the Headteacher.
“We forgive each other, this helps people become friends again.”

Ditchling St Margaret’s Church

Prayer Spaces 2018
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SUPPORT AND CHALLENGE, INCLUDING SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS
All the staff are committed to the principle of providing for the broad range of
children’s needs, whether they are physical, educational, emotional or behavioural.
Our aim is to identify any special needs as early as possible and to make suitable
provision within the resources available to the school. The class teacher will plan work
with each child’s needs in mind, with extra support given to those children who need
it, either in the classroom or by withdrawal from the class for individual work. Further
challenge is offered to children to deepen and extend their learning. This sometimes
takes the form of events off-site.
The Inclusion Manager works closely with the parents, class teachers, support staff
and other professionals to develop and monitor individual programmes of work for
those identified children.
Along with other policies, our School SEN Policy is available on the website. All pupils’
progress is tracked regularly and movement on and off the Special Needs Register is
monitored by the Inclusion Manager and the Headteacher.
CHILDREN WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES
Ditchling (St. Margaret’s) CE Primary School is accessible for all. It is a single storey
building with clear access into the school. There are disabled toilet facilities and
corridors and doorways are wide enough to permit wheelchair access.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Within all aspects of education, we take positive action to ensure that the needs of
all pupils and staff are being met in a fair way, irrespective of gender, ethnic origin,
disability, sexual orientation, specific attainment or social background.
The Education Act (1988) states that all children have an entitlement to a broad and
balanced curriculum. This means that the curriculum that we provide is one in which
equal access for all is the starting point for all developments.
We welcome our duties under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 and are
committed to:
i) Promoting racial equality
ii) Promoting good relations
iii) Eliminating unlawful racial discrimination

HOME-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP
We recognise that our school vision cannot become a reality without a positive
working relationship with parents. This starts prior to your child joining the school in
the Reception class when we offer you a home visit. There are many ways in which
parents and school can work together, all the while accepting that parents will have
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differing workloads and commitments. Whatever their personal circumstances, all
parents can adopt a positive view of the school and schooling and actively encourage
their children to do the same. Some parents may be willing to engage in practical
classroom support on a regular basis, share their work or hobbies with the children,
join the FPTA, participate in fundraising events, support extra-curricular clubs, join
the occasional working party or help on school trips. We welcome all parental
support in whatever way it is offered.
We hold parents’ meetings in October and February focusing on the children’s
personal development and academic progress.
SUPPORTING LEARNING AT HOME
The school regularly asks children to complete specific tasks at home (in the form of
home learning). In this way the school promotes a dynamic interaction with regard to
learning between home and school. Workshops are run to support parents in
knowing how to support their children at home, and information is shared on the
school website.
FRIENDS, PARENTS AND TEACHER ASSOCIATION (FPTA)
We have an active FPTA made up of a friendly group of parents and teachers who
arrange fun events and raise funds throughout the year. Events include a quiz night, a
disco, Christmas and summer fairs. This year money raised has gone towards new
picnic benches and a staging area on the playground. Parents are also involved in
running a winter Library club and summer Gardening club.
ASSESSMENTS
The school operates a policy of continuous assessment whereby children's progress
and attainment are assessed on a regular basis using a variety of techniques and
methods.
TEACHER ASSESSMENT
Teachers assess against the learning objectives set for a particular lesson or series of
lessons. Teachers also assess their pupils over a longer period of time, for example,
at the end of a term. At the end of each year, teachers carry out an assessment of
pupils' attainment which brings together and summarises all the information gained.
This is sent to parents in the form of an annual report.
STATUTORY TESTS
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE RESULTS 2018
86% of the children achieved a Good Level of Development.
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PHONICS SCREEN YEAR 1 RESULTS 2018
82.7% of the children met the expected standard in the Phonics Screen.
Pupils at the end of Year 2 and Year 6 sit statutory tests that assess pupil progress
and attainment.

KEY STAGE 1 RESULTS 2018
These tables show the percentage of eligible children at the end of Key Stage 1
achieving each level in the school in 2018.
The number of eligible children was 27.

Reading

Writing
Mathematics

Expected
Standard %

Greater
Depth %

School

85

37

National

76

26

School

78

19

National

70

16

School

78

30

National

76

22

The percentage of children who achieved the expected standard or above in
Reading, Writing and Maths combined: 91%
KEY STAGE 2 RESULTS 2018
These tables show a summary of the National Curriculum results of pupils in the
school and nationally at the end of Key Stage 2, as a percentage of those eligible for
assessment. The number of eligible children was 12, each child accounts for 8%.
Expected
Standard
%
Reading

Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling

School

67

Greater
Depth
%
33

National

75

28

School

75

33

National

78

34

16

Mathematics

School

67

17

National

76

24

The percentage of children who achieved the expected standard in Reading, Writing
and Maths combined: 67%
HEALTH AND WELFARE
During their time at school the children will have health checks by the school nurse.
You will be informed in advance of when these examinations are due to take place
and of any concerns regarding your child's health following these assessments.
FIRST AID
If your child is taken ill during the school day, or has a minor accident, they will be
treated in the school in accordance with the First Aid Policy (see website) by a
qualified First Aider. In the event of a more serious accident or illness at school, we
will inform you as soon as possible. All first aid incidents are recorded in accordance
with the policy and GDPR.
Please make sure that we always have up-to-date information regarding your and your
family doctor’s contact numbers. We also need an emergency contact name and
number should you be unavailable.
ADMINISTRARTION OF MEDICINES
Only those staff trained may administer tablets or medicines that have been
prescribed by your child’s GP. All medication should be named and the quantity and
time of dosage should be clearly indicated. Any medication requiring refrigeration
should be in a container with a child-proof cap. All medication must be handed in at
the school office at the beginning of the day and collected at the end of each day. A
form must be completed and signed when leaving medication for administration by
school staff. (See website for the policy).
Please make sure we always have up-to-date information of any illness or allergy
from which your child may be suffering.
SCHOOL UNIFORM
We believe that a simple, smart uniform has much
to commend it. It helps to promote a sense of
belonging and saves you from wrangles over what
to wear.
Please name all articles of clothing clearly.
Winter
Girls
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Grey skirt, pinafore dress or trousers
White blouse or polo shirt
Navy school sweatshirt or cardigan
Tights or socks should be grey or black
Sensible black shoes (not trainers or boots)
Boys
Grey shorts or trousers
White shirt or polo shirt
Navy school sweatshirt
Socks should be grey or black
Sensible black shoes (not trainers or boots)
Summer
As above, except girls may wear blue gingham or
striped dresses or shorts playsuit.
Sandals may be worn in warmer weather, with socks.
Please ensure your child has a sun hat / cap.
School sweatshirts and cardigans are available to
order from
www.brigadeuniformdirect.uk.com.
P.E, GAMES and FOREST SCHOOL.
Children need to be able to change for all P.E
activities for safety and hygiene.
Indoor P.E
Navy blue shorts and white short-sleeved t-shirt.
For indoor P.E, dance and gymnastics the
children will be in bare feet.
Outdoor P.E
Navy blue shorts and white short-sleeved tshirt.
Trainers and socks.
In winter, navy tracksuits/jogging trousers are advised, with socks not tights.
Forest School
Forest School clothing checklist (the thickness of clothing will depend on the season)
Wellies (whole of the foot must be enclosed).
Socks, extra pair for cold days.
Long trousers with elasticated bottoms (no shorts).
Long sleeved top (no short shelves).
Waterproof jacket or thicker waterproof coat.
Sunhat/Winter hat.
Gloves/scarf.
NB: Thin layers are best for warmth and can always be removed if your child is too
warm.
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Please put all clothes in a named, draw string PE bag.
Please supply old clothes. At Forest School children are allowed to get dirty.
All kit for P.E, games and Forest School must be in school every day.
Items of school uniform can be purchased online from Brigade Uniform supplies.
Good quality second-hand items of school clothing are available through the FPTArun second-hand uniform sale.
Children should avoid wearing jewellery on safety grounds, with the exception of watches.
The wearing of nail polish is prohibited. If a child has pierced ears they should bring
micropore to tape their earrings during PE lessons.
SAFEGUARDING
Ditchling (St Margaret’s) CE Primary and Nursery School takes child protection and
safeguarding very seriously and all staff and governors have received training in these
areas. This includes DFE’s ‘Prevent Duty’. Please refer to the school website for all
key safeguarding policies relating to: child protection, e-safety, anti-bullying, and
Prevent.
To ensure that Ditchling (St Margaret’s) CE Primary and Nursery School is a safe
place for your child, we ask all visitors to report to the school office, sign in and
collect a coloured visitor badge before going into the main area of the school.
Regular visitors such as parent helpers and club co-ordinators have an individual
named badge.
ABSENCE AND ATTENDANCE
Responsibility for a child's attendance at school, and for contacting the school
promptly if a child cannot attend, lies with parents. Registration is at 8.50 am each
day, by which time children should be in their classroom. Children arriving after 8.50
am and before the close of registers at 8.55am will be marked as being ‘late’.
Children arriving after 9.00am will be registered as having taken an unauthorised
absence. On such occasions, parents are requested to sign in at the main office.
Great importance is placed upon daily attendance at school, but if it is necessary for
your child to be absent through illness, please let us know as soon as possible. If
your child is unable to attend school, it is essential that you contact the school as
early as possible and no later than 9.30 am. In all cases of absence, we endeavour to
contact parents if we have not heard from them by 9.30 am. All unexplained
absences are treated as ‘Unauthorised Absences’. In line with safeguarding and
attendance guidance from the LA, please give details of the reason for absence in
writing either by email or through Study Bugs.
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Our attendance for 2017/2018 was high with a total of 97.2%. This was just below
the school target of 97.5%.
During the school year 2017/2018 the rate of absence was:
 Authorised absence 2.1%
 Unauthorised absence 0.8%
These figures are for all year groups, including Reception (excluding nursery).
Our policy, in line with LA guidance, is not to authorise any ‘withdrawal from learning
requests’, unless there are exceptional circumstances. (See Attendance Policy on the
website for further details).
Should your child need to leave school during the day e.g. for a medical/dental
appointment, or for any other reason, please provide the letter or appointment card
in advance of the appointment. If a child needs to be taken from school during
school time, parents are asked to report to the school office and to follow the
‘signing in’ and ‘signing out’ procedures.
No child will be allowed to leave the school unaccompanied during school hours.
CLASS GROUPS
The school is organised into 6 teaching groups:
Mrs Game – Reception / Year 1- Pumas
Mr Phillips - Year 1/ Year 2 - Tigers
Mrs Eastman will teach across infant classes
Mrs Lydon & Ms Eagle - Year 3 - Panthers
Mr DeBanks-Hirst- Year 4 - Jaguars
Miss Turner - Year 5 - Ocelots
Mrs Sayers - Year 6 - Leopards
SCHOOL DAY
School session times

Morning
08:45 – 12.05 /12.20
(including 20min break)
(End time depends on
year group).

Afternoon
13.15 – 15.00

ADMISSIONS
Parents considering applying to send their children to Ditchling (St Margaret’s) CE
Primary and Nursery are warmly invited to visit the school by appointment, with or
without their children. The school also offers two open afternoons for visitors;
please watch our website for information.
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For enquiries about school admissions, timescales and applying online, please contact
the School Admissions Team, County Hall, Lewes. Tel: 0300 3309472
Applications can be made online at www.eastsussex.gov.uk/admissions. In case of any
queries, please contact the school office, where we will gladly help you.
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