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NURSERY LONG TERM PLAN 
 

Our Early Years and Foundation Stage (EYFS) is at the heart of everything we do at Ditchling. We know how important the first five years of a 

child’s life are to their emotional, physical and academic wellbeing. We believe that the EYFS is a vitally important part of our children’s 

development; it is a real strength of our school and provides children with the best possible foundation for their future learning. Our children’s 

experiences over time are consistently and coherently arranged to build excellent knowledge and skills for their future learning. You will see 

through this document that our intent and implementation are embedded securely and consistently across our EYFS to include our Nursery. It 

is evident from what our adults do that they have a firm and common understanding of what it means for excellent practice. Across all parts of 

our provision, practitioners’ interactions with children are of a high quality and contribute well to delivering the curriculum intent. 

In EYFS, children learn best when they experience learning first-hand, through meaningful interactions with other children and supportive 

adults, through physical activity and play-based learning. The impact of the curriculum on what children know, can remember and do is highly 

effective. Children demonstrate this through being deeply engaged in their work and play and sustaining high levels of concentration. Children, 

including those children from disadvantaged backgrounds, do well. Children with SEND achieve the best possible outcomes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We understand that children are motivated and 

engaged when learning is relevant and purposeful. 

This is why we plan broad topics as a starting point 

that are flexible to take in to account children’s 

interests and next steps.  

Observation and assessment underpin the skills 

which need to be taught and the context in which 

this is presented.   

Our long term plan shows an overview of the 

intended learning but we also plan ‘in-the-

moment’ for our nursery children. This allows for 

learning to be adapted for each cohort and 

children. 
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Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 3 Spring 4 Summer 5 Summer 6 

Topic Me,  

My Family and 

Friends 

Colours  

and 

Christmas 

Sharing  

and 

Caring 

Dental Care- 

Looking After My 

Teeth 

Mini Beasts Independence 

Characteristics 

of Effective 

Learning 

Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in 
their own play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning 
Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own 
achievements. For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept 
challenges and learn persistence. 
Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly 

and rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them make sense of the world. 

Overarching 

Principles 

Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 
Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. 
This promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum. Children and practitioners are NOT alone – embrace each 
community. 
Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established 
and where adults respond to their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. 
Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children who need greater 
support than others. 
PLAY: Real play should be from the child and for the child. It should be open-ended, given opportunities for self-chosen 
challenges, offer limitless possibilities and endless interpretations. At Ditchling, we are passionate about keeping children in 
their world of wonder for as long as possible, and we want our children to experience joy and wonder throughout their 
time with us. 
 

“Living life in all its fullness” John 10:10 
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NURSERY LONG TERM PLAN 
 

Term Autumn 1 

Topic Me, My Family and Friends 

Text  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Story dough The Worrysaurus 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

Being me in my world 

Photos from home 

Naming our emotions 

School value – Perserverance 

Play ring games learning names, making friends 

Learning nursery routines and expectations 

Meeting our year 5 buddies 
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Communication & Language  Modelling language 

Introduction to new vocabulary 

Singing familiar songs and rhymes. ‘5 little dinosaurs’, ‘if you’re happy and you know it’.  

Stories – ‘The Worrysaurus’, ‘Owl babies’, ‘The colour monster’, ‘potty’. Exploring familiar stories and 

learning how to handle books with care. Understanding that text is read from left to right and from top to 

bottom.  

Rhymes and poems – Chop Chop, Roly Poly, Falling Apples, Leaves are Falling, Round & Round the 

Garden. Rhyme basket at circle time.  

Physical development  Introduction to PE unit 1 
Create an obstacle course for a dinosaur. Can you help your friend?  

Can you persevere? 
Can you move like a dinosaur, a lizard or a bear?  

Parachute games, moving in a variety of ways and understanding the concept of taking turns. 
Making snips in paper with child scissors.  

Using balance bikes, scooters, slide, sea saw, trampoline 
Manipulating playdough using our hands and different tools.  

Literacy Vocabulary – Pointy, delicious, scared, butterfly, happy, fears, strong, calmed 
Listening games – animals, weather 

Visiting the school library 
Mark Make with pens, chalks, crayons and natural resources sticks, leaves, fir cones 

Asking questions following stories 
Putting meaning to marks they make.  

Scribble club. 

Maths Finger Rhymes – 12345, 5 Little Speckled Frogs, 5 Ducks went Swimming, 5 Monkeys Jumping on the Bed,  

10 Green Bottles 

Counting ourselves (register)  

Completing puzzles 
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Exploring weight, space and measure by using the rulers, tape measures 

and weighing scales. 

Construction play including junk modelling resources, bricks, blocks, magnetic tiles, octagons 

Understanding the World Discovering Owls – we are the nursery owls 

Exploring different families and cultures. Family pictures, dolls house,  

Tapestry show and tell. Who lives in your house? Who is special to you?  

Exploring natural resources, craft with leaves, sticks and other natural resources. 

Observe the changing seasons – what is happening to the trees, the weather, the temperature?  

Can you find interesting items in the environment? Pine cones, conkers, acorns, leaves.  

Expressive Arts & Design Creating a self-portrait, looking at the similarities and differences between us all.  

Creating a house – who lives in your house? 

Moving our bodies to different songs, ‘5 little dinosaurs’, ‘if you’re happy and you know it’. 

Play musical instruments and using the coloured ribbons to move rhythmically.  

Painting with hands, fingers, brushes, fir cones and sticks.  

RE Godly Play: The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

Learning home time prayer 

 

Forest School Introduction to Forest School. 

Learning how to act safely at Forest school. 

Understanding risks.  

 

 

 

Parental involvement Tapestry involvement – Family pictures, special moments 
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Autumn – Can you find natural resources with your child when out on walks? Bring these special items to 
nursery.  

Stay and play 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessment Ongoing observation and assessment to inform planning 

Two-year-old IPR’s 

Next Steps 

Trips/Visitors Visitors reading to us – Open door for parents at 2:45pm 
 

 

 

 

 

Term Autumn 2 

Topic Colours and Christmas 
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Text  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story dough Elmer’s Christmas/Elmer 

The Nativity 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

Celebrating difference - Looking in mirrors 

School value – Kindness. How can we show kindness? How can we help 

others? 

Tapestry – show and tell special moments.  

 Learning nursery expectations and boundaries. 

Communication & Language  Modelling language 

Introduction to new vocabulary 

Auditory games – Pass the bells quietly, Simon Says 

Singing – Rainbow song, Riding Along on a big red tractor, Yellow Submarine, Peel Banana, Horsey, 

Horsey, Away in a Manger, Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer, Christmas Pudding, Little Donkey, We wish you 

a Merry Christmas 
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Stories – Room on a Broom. Winnie the Witch, Hugless Douglas, Where the Poppies Grow, Can’t You 

Sleep Little Bear? We are all Different, Peace at Last, Nativity, The Dinosaur who Pooped Christmas, 

Christmas books 

Rhymes and poems – 5 Little Pumpkins, A Chubby Little Snowman, leaf little leaf, Leaves are Falling, 

Twinkle, Twinkle little Star/Bat, Jingle 

 

Physical development  Introduction to PE unit 1 
Move like an elephant 

Traffic light game 
Putting coats, gloves, wellies and shoes on 

Scissor practice, learning how to carry correctly and also attempt to cut cards 

Literacy Vocabulary – Elephant, Red, Children, Bethlehem, Shepherds, Stable 
Poems, Pumpkins, Fireworks, Christmas 

Re tell the Christmas story 
Colour treasure hunt with check list 

Maths Building towers of colours, matching numbers 

Weigh and balance animals on scales 

Sort objects in to colours and size 

Develop understanding of prepositions – put red toy on a chair, book behind the box 

Understanding the World  

Look on our globe – where do elephants live, where do we live? 

Go on a winter walk – how has our environment changed this season? 

Remembrance Sunday – Poppies 

Bonfire Night 

Create a Christmas card post box. 
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Expressive Arts & Design Create patterns with a range of different media. 

Weave coloured scarves in and out of fence. 

Learn Christmas songs. 

Take part in Christmas Nativity video. 

Decorate Christmas cards. 

RE The Nativity story 

 

 

 

Forest School Pine cone crafts. Looking after the birds over winter.  

 

 

 

Parental involvement Tapestry involvement 
Stay and Play 

Open door for storytellers 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Ongoing observation and assessment to inform planning 

Term 2 assessments on Insight 

Two-year-old IPR’s 
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Trips/Visitors Father Christmas 
 

 

Term Spring 3  

Topic Sharing and Caring 

Text 

 
Story dough The Rainbow Fish 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

Dreams and goals 

School value – Respect 

Board games, turn taking 

What can we do to make us feel good? 

How can we show kindness?  

What makes us unique? 

Communication & Language  Modelling language 
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Introduction to new vocabulary 

Auditory games – Duck, Duck Goose games – Fish, Fish Shark! 

Singing – I can Sing a Rainbow, Shells, Ice Cold Song. Rainbow Fish is Sparkly, Rainbow Fish Journey Song, 

Rainbow Fish Sharing Song, Sharing Shiny Scales Song, We’re off on a Adventure. I’m a Pirate. 

Stories – Once Upon a Tide, The Snail and the Whale, The Singing Mermaid, Rainbow Fish Hide and Seek. 

Rhymes and poems – 12345, I’m a Little Fish, A Sailor went to Sea Sea, Five Cranky Crabs, She Sells Sea 

Shells. Fish, Flying Fish. 

 

Physical development  Move in different ways - Try out swimming strokes. Swim like a fish. 
Pencil control – can you draw scales on a fish? 

Magnetic fishing rods – fine motor skills/hand-eye coordination.  
Practice getting dressed independently – putting on coats and welly boots.  

Literacy Vocabulary – Kindness, Rainbow, Scales, Octopus, Ocean, Dazzling 
What happened next in the story? 

Fish for letters 
Practice handling books with care. Learn that text is read from top to bottom and from left to right.  

Maths Count and place scales on fish 

Collect ice, weigh and measure 

Float and Sink activities 

Understanding the World Rainbows – how are they made? Make our own 

Discover water to Ice and back again 

Make bubbles 

Sea Creatures 

Expressive Arts & Design Homemade playdough 

I Can Sing a Rainbow in Makaton 

Listen to waves - move with ribbons 
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Create our own rainbow fish 

 

RE Godly Play – Magic of Christmas 

Jonah and the Big Fish 

 

 

 

Forest School Chinese New Year Painting. Heart collage using natural resources. Mud painting.  

 

 

 

Parental involvement Tapestry involvement 
 
 
 
 

Parent consultations 

Assessment Ongoing observation and assessment to inform planning 

Two-year-old IPR’s 

Parents evening reports  

Next Steps 

Trips/Visitors 14.30 open door for story tellers 
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Term Spring 4 

Topic Dental Care – Looking After My Teeth 

Text  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story dough Alans big scary teeth 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

Healthy me 

Going to the dentist 

School value – Perserverance 

Independent teeth brushing 

Role play going to a dentist – how may we feel 

Communication & Language  Modelling language 
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Introduction to new vocabulary 

Auditory games – Which Sound? Hide Instruments which one is making the noise? 

Singing - Is Your Toothbrush Ready, Here we go Round the Mulberry Bush, Brush, Brush, Brush Your Teeth, 

5 Easter Eggs in the Sweet Shop, Hop Little Bunnies, I like the Mountains, Hot Cross Buns, 

Stories – Titus’s Troublesome Tooth, Open Wide, Dr Ranj – Superhero’s, Easter Story, Croc Goes to the 

Dentist, Alan’s Big Scary Teeth, When Mum Turned into a Monster, Little Bunnies Easter, 

Rhymes and poems – 5 Little Bunnies, 5 Little Chicks, Brushing my Teeth, I like Cabbage, My Mouth, A 

Basket of Apples, Slice Bread, Chop Chop, 

Physical development  Moving our mouths – Danny go wiggle dance 
Scissors to cut zig zag teeth 

Developing pencil control by mark making with a variety of mark making tools. 

Literacy Vocabulary– Crocodile, Snappy, Dentist, Teeth, Tooth, Toothbrush 
Finding rhyming words 

Make appointment cards and notes for the dentist 
World book day 

Maths Sequencing - how to brush your teeth 

Timers to brush your teeth 

Place animal teeth in length, height and number 

Understanding the World Discuss animal teeth – light board to look at x-rays 

Vets 

Food to help out teeth 

Expressive Arts & Design Junk model crocodile 

Making Mother’s Day card 

 

RE Easter activities 
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Forest School Clay 

 

 

 

Parental involvement Tapestry involvement 
Stay and Read 

 
 
 
 

Wow Moments 

Assessment Ongoing observation and assessment to inform planning 

Term 4 assessments on Insight 

Two-year-old IPR’s 

Trips/Visitors Dental nurse 
14.30 open door for story tellers 
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Term Summer 5 

Topic Mini Beasts 

Text  

 

 

 

 

Story dough                                                                    The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

Relationships 

School value - Kindness 

Turn taking – Caterpillar board game 

Role Play I went to the shops and bought… 
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Independence Activities – heading to Reception or Wise owls 

Communication & Language  Modelling language 

Introduction to new vocabulary 

Auditory games - I Spy with Colours or Sounds, 

Singing – The Caterpillar who Wished he had Wings, From an Egg to a Butterfly, The Ants go Marching, 

Wiggly Woo, Incy Wincy Spider, Incy Wincy Spider in French, 5 Little Caterpillars 

Stories -Superworm, Nature, Titch, Hungry Harry, The Crunching Munching Caterpillar, Tilda’s Seeds, 

Follow the Trail – Minibeasts, Life Cycles, Ten Wriggly Wiggly Caterpillars, A Seed in Need, Bad tempered 

Ladybird, What the lady bird Heard, The Snail and the Whale, 

Rhymes and poems – Under a Stone, A Little Seed, A Little Shell, 5 Little Peas, I have a little Frog, Mrs 

Bluebird, 

Physical development  Gymnastics unit 1 
Practising pouring , cutting and using cutlery 

Threading leaves real and Laminate 
Scissor practice 

Literacy Introduction to RWI phonics 
Vocabulary– Caterpillar, Hungry, Antennae, Cocoon, beautiful, Butterfly 

Clapping syllables 
Telling this story without a book 

Making up names for our caterpillars and butterfly’s 
Roll the dice and colour the matching number square 

 

Maths Matching Socks – How many socks would each mini beast need? 

Height chart – measure ourselves 

Sequencing the days of the week, number of fruits and life cycle of a butterfly 
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Understanding the World Father’s Day 

Watching chrysalis turn into butterflies 

Looking at Similarities and patterns in the natural world 

 

Expressive Arts & Design Create music for growing like a caterpillar & butterfly 

Create caterpillars from egg boxes, pipe cleaners 

Butterfly paintings – fold the paper in half paint one side and fold over 

Musical butterfly – when the music stops you’re an egg – ball, caterpillar –  wriggle,          Cocoon – sleep 

and butterfly stretch and fly 

Dance to Ugly Bug Ball 

RE Godly Play – Mystery of Easter 

 

 

 

 

Forest School Building places of interest out of resources 

 

 

 

Parental involvement Tapestry involvement 
Stay and Be Active 

 
 
 
 

Assessment Ongoing observation and assessment to inform planning 
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Two-year-old IPR’s 

Next Steps 

Trips/Visitors 14.30 open door for story tellers 

 

Term Summer 6 

Topic Independence 

Text  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story dough Monkey Puzzle 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development  

Changing me 

All about me – Transition 

School value – Respect 

Have a party or a picnic and invite your friends 

Complete All about Me’s for reception 

Independence contiued organise belongings, hall for lunch, PE practice 
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Communication & Language  Modelling language 

Introduction to new vocabulary 

Auditory games - Gerald Giraffe went to the shops and bought 

Singing - If you Really Love your Dad, Walking in the Jungle, Elephants have Wrinkles, Fox in a Box, Sandy 

Boy/Girl, 

Stories – My Dad is Fantastic, Tango makes Three, My Dad, The Colour Monster, The Trouble with Dad, 

Starting School, The Bug School, Harry and the Dinosaurs go to School, Owl Babies, My School Unicorn. 

Tiddler, Billy and the Big New School. 

Rhymes and poems – Monkey Babies, Under a Stone, Sand, Water, Squirting Rainbows, The Grass House, 

If I Were So Very Small, 

Physical development  Sport’s day with year 4 
Practise sports day races, egg and spoon, running, bean bags 

Loopy lap-a-thon 
Move like jungle animals 
Make obstacles course 

Mark Making and scissor practice 

Literacy RWI Phonics 
Vocabulary – Monkey, Puzzle, Squabble, Creatures, Elephant, 

Finding objects to match letter sounds 
Hunt the RWI letter cards around the nursery and field 

Make up stories about starting school 

Maths Playing snap, pairs and dominoes 

Make ABAB patterns 

Numberblocks 

Using torches in the dark 

Set up dinner time – how many plates, cups, chairs, children? 
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Understanding the World Growing beans in pots, put in dark, garden and water or not 

Fathers around the world 

Butterfly and bird finding walk 

Finding patterns and similarities around us. 

 

Expressive Arts & Design Taking part in transition video 

Making Father’s Day cards 

Creating butterfly stain glass pictures 

Musical monkeys – when the music stops who has the monkey? 

Mixing colours 

RE  

 

 

Leaver’s prayer 

Forest School Tracking 

 

 

 

Parental involvement Tapestry involvement 
Stay and Cook 

 
 

 
Wow Moments 

Parent consultations 

Assessment Ongoing observation and assessment to inform planning 



 
  
 

 23 

NURSERY LONG TERM PLAN 
 

Transition reports & Term 6 assessments on Insight 

Two-year-old IPR’s 

Next Steps 

Trips/Visitors Washbrooks Farm visit 
14.30 open door for story tellers 

 

EYFS Development Matters Statements Birth to Three - Prime Areas 
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EYFS Development Matters Statements Birth to Three - Specific Areas 
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EYFS Development Matters Statements Three and Four-Year-Olds - Prime Areas 
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EYFS Development Matters Statements Three and Four-Year-Olds - Specific Areas 
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